February 2010
To AHRMM Chicago Metro Membership,
My name is Geraldine Lechantre and I am proud and honored to serve as your new President of the Chicago Metro Chapter of AHRMM. I would like to thank Jim Sheehy for all that he has done for the chapter over the last two (2) years.  Thank you, Jim for doing such a wonderful job.  I am very excited to continue the ideas and programs that make this a premier association.
The purpose of the Chicago Metro Chapter is to offer you a resource for continued education and certification, the ability to network with your colleagues and to share ideas & support one another.  To not only do your job well, but to be acknowledged by your facilities’ managers and executives as experts in your field.  To accomplish this we need the continuing education and certifications that will help attain the level of professionalism that we deserve.  The AHRMM Chicago Metro Chapter is that resource.
This is an exciting time for the Chicago Metro Chapter and its members.  We must continue to move forward, to give a voice to our membership, to create value for our vendors, manufacturers and distributors and bring our association to a higher level of professionalism that is recognized by all.
In today’s turbulent economy (and violent world) we are the first line of defense.  Our patients, administrators, doctors, and staff look to us for professional, modern, and sometimes hard decisions to be solutions to the complex issues of cost savings, warehouse management and all the dealings within Materials Management.

I challenge each of you to help take this Chapter and yourself to the next level – where we are all CMRP certified and our certification will be required and recognized by our employers for proper remuneration of our service.  This is an interactive association; your involvement is necessary to carry it forward and help it to grow.  Speak to your supervisors about the importance of joining and coming to the education opportunities, getting your certification and how it not only helps your personal growth but how it helps your facility.  Participate and share your ideas – let me know what you would like to see the chapter offer as we move forward into the next decade.
I would also like to give you a preview of our scheduled events for this year.  If you have not been a recent attendee at one of these outings, we encourage you to do so. 
Thursday, April 22, Willowbrook  – Spring Educational Meeting and Vendor Fair. Speaker Topics will be:  CMRP – “Why me? Why now? How?”,  Waste Stream Management,  Current Trends in Spine & Orthobiologic Implants,  and Strategies in Print Management.

Following the presentation will be a vendor fair with approximately 30 vendors serving the healthcare industry.  The event will start at 11AM and include lunch, presentation and the vendor fair.  Attendance for Materials Management professionals is FREE.
August 1-4, Denver – AHRMM is transforming the future of the healthcare supply chain by facing tomorrow’s challenges today! Make plans now  for the premier educational event and networking hotspot for healthcare materials management and supply chain professionals. 

With the theme “Transforming the Future” AHRMM10 will connect you to the up-and-coming strategies, best practices, and solutions you need to successfully navigate today’s complex and complicated environment.

 
At AHRMM10 you will:
1. Learn from national experts in the field about the latest trends, issues and processes.

2. Discuss challenges and share successes with peers.

3. Participate in largest Exhibition of its kind and speak directly with global leaders to discover new ways to improve efficiency at your organization. 

Friday, August 13, Plainfield – Annual Golf Outing - Look for future information on this great event which combines approximately 150 material managers and vendors for a fun day with many events, golf, food and prizes.

Fall 2010 (TBD)  – Fall Educational Conference – location TBD
I look forward to meeting with you all at our events in 2010.  You could also follow us on Facebook. You can reach me via email @ geraldine.lechantre@provena.org or via phone @ 630.914.2448


Best Regards,


Geraldine Lechantre, CMRP
